
Mr. James Ray Griffin
November 6, 1944 - September 13, 2025

Mr. James Ray “Jimmy” Griffin, age 80 of the South Carthage Community of
Smith County passed away peacefully at 11:27 AM Saturday September 13,
2025 at Highpoint Health-Riverview Ascension Saint Thomas Hospital. He
was surrounded by his loving family. 

 

Mr. Griffin was born November 6, 1944 to the late James Homer Griffin and
Alberta Woodard Griffin. He was a 1962 graduate of Smith County High
School after high school he attended Tennessee Tech University where he
received a bachelor’s degree in business management. He then pursued his
Master’s in Education and graduated in May of 1966. He united in marriage
with Mary Dan Booker Griffin on September 16, 1966. Mr. Jimmy began his
teaching career at South Carthage Elementary School as the principal. He
later served as the truancy officer for the Smith County School System. Mr.
Jimmy had always had a love for working in the grocery store business so
when the opportunity presented he became a partner in the old Bestway
Store, after several years he bought the old Sav-Way Store in South
Carthage. 

 

Mr. Griffin is survived by his loving wife of 58 years Mary Dan Booker Griffin of
South Carthage, TN; two sons: Jamie Griffin of South Carthage, TN and Chris
(Stephanie) Griffin of Brush Creek, TN; three granddaughters, Deseree
(Nathan) Randolph of Club Springs, TN, Catlyn (T. J.) Phaup of Madisonville,



KY and Sydney Griffin of Brush Creek, TN; one great-grandson Reece
Pennington; one sister, Cheryl (Mark) Litton of South Carthage, TN. 

 

Mr. Griffin is at the Carthage Chapel of Bass Funeral Homes where funeral
services will be conducted on Monday September 15, 2025, at 3 PM with
Adam Dawson officiating. Interment will follow in Smith County Memorial
Gardens. 

 

Mr. Griffin’s family will receive friends on Monday from 11 AM until service
time at 3 PM at the Carthage Chapel of Bass Funeral Homes. 

 

BASS FUNERAL HOME, CARTHAGE CHAPEL, DIRECTORS.



Cemetery Details

Smith County Memorial Gardens

618 College Ave
Carthage, TN 38563

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 15. 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Carthage Chapel of Bass Funeral Home
807 N Main Street
Carthage, TN 37030
(615) 735-1212
kurtbass@bassfh.com
https://www.bassfh.com/

Service

SEP 15. 3:00 PM (CT)

Carthage Chapel of Bass Funeral Home
807 N Main Street
Carthage, TN 37030
(615) 735-1212
kurtbass@bassfh.com
https://www.bassfh.com/

mailto:kurtbass@bassfh.com
https://www.bassfh.com/
mailto:kurtbass@bassfh.com
https://www.bassfh.com/


INTERMENT

SEP 15 (CT)

Smith County Memorial Gardens
618 College Ave
Carthage, TN 38563
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Natalie Lee - September 14, 2025 at 08:03 AM

Jimmy was the best. He was loved and respected by all who knew
him. Mary Dan and family, I am so sorry for your loss. Natalie Lee

Glenda & Morris Myers - September 14, 2025 at 07:33 AM

Always enjoyed talking with Jimmy. He was such a nice person.
Mary Dan is our friend also. Sending prayers for strength during this
time.

September 13, 2025 at 09:38 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mr. James Ray Griffin.

Frances Ballentine - September 13, 2025 at 09:25 PM

Frances Ballentine lit a candle in memory of
James Griffin

https://www.bassfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bassfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

